
Formalia

VL “The Metaphysics of the Mind”, HS , Philipp Blum, September ,

Abstract. What is the mind? What does it contain, what does it produce and what does it take in? What
are ideas - mental particulars, patterns of processes, bits of information, properties of subjects, blurry
images? What are perceptions, emotions, beliefs, feelings, moods, memories and headaches? How do they
acquire content and what do they do with it? Indeed, what does it mean that they have content at all? In
this lecture, I try to sketch a general and comprehensive ontology (inventory) andmetaphysics (explanation)
of everything that depends on the mind, not just the mind itself, its states, actions, and processes, but also
things as colours, sounds, textures, values, norms, roles, institutions, beauty, coolness and possible quite a
lot of other things as well.

The course has anOLATwebsite: https://lms.uzh.ch/url/RepositoryEntry/16448094265
and another website on my personal pages: http://philipp.philosophie.ch/teaching/
mind18.html – please check both regularly.

Schedule:

• I will try to have at least some outline of Monday’s lecture ready and online Wednesday morning of
the week before.

• You should (at least: try to) read the texts in advance; also in advance, you may ask questions on the
forum, and I will try to answer them in the lecture.

• There will be two virtual meetings: I’ll send you a doodle invitation for scheduling – you’re invited,
but not obliged to participate.

Language: The script and the lecture are given in (some type of) English. I’m happy to provide explanations
and partial translations in French or German. You can either get credits, without a mark, or credits,
with a mark, for this lecture. In the first case ( ECTS, no mark), you do only the written exam (multiple
choice), in the second, you do the written exam and an oral exam, i.e. a conversation on one of the topics
of the lecture.

The written examwill be multiple choice and test (a rather basic level of) knowledge of the ‘factual’ contents
of this lecture – I will show you an example roughly in the middle of the semester. For the oral exam, you
choose one topic, think and read about it, and then discuss it with me during minutes after the end of
the semester.

Handouts: I will distribute and upload the handout for the session generally on Monday morning. I will
then incorporate this into my master document, the new version of which I will generally post on Tuesday
evening or Wendesday morning. It will contain all, or almost all material for the next session (on the next
Monday morning) as well, so it would be good if people could have a look at it before. This method, I
hope, will allow us (or, at least, me) to revisit older material, improve on it and finish with a reasonably
‘polished’ version at the end of the semester.

Dropbox. I will send you an invitation to share a dropbox-folder, to be used for the private sharing of
drafts and files. If you do not want to use dropbox (which is free only in the basic version [which, however,
perfectly suffices for most ordinary uses]), drop me a line and I will send yout the files individually.
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