
Formalia

HS “The Problem of Representation”, HS , Philipp Blum, September ,

Abstract. How do we ever manage to get outside our skin? What allows us to represent things we do
not thereby create and what is the relation thus established? The problem of representation is one of the
oldest, and most difficult problems of philosophy. After sketching its contemporary background, we will
approach it historically, starting with Aristotle and continuing through the great variety of species-theories
of the Middle Ages to Descartes, Leibniz, Hume and Kant, with the aim of making progress beyond the
present state of the debate.

The course has anOLATwebsite: https://lms.uzh.ch/url/RepositoryEntry/16448094319
and another website on my personal pages: http://philipp.philosophie.ch/teaching/
representation18.html – please check both regularly.

Schedule:

• I will try to have at least some outline of Monday’s lecture ready and online Wednesday morning of
the week before.

• You should (at least: try to) read the texts in advance; also in advance, you may ask questions on the
forum, and I will try to answer them in the lecture.

• There will be two virtual meetings: I’ll send you a doodle invitation for scheduling – you’re invited,
but not obliged to participate.

Language: The script and the lecture are given in (some type of) English. I’m happy to provide explanations
and partial translations in French or German. You can either get credits, without a mark, or credits,
with a mark, for this lecture. In the first case ( ECTS, no mark), you do only the written exam (multiple
choice), in the second, you do the written exam and an oral exam, i.e. a conversation on one of the topics
of the lecture.

Handouts: I will distribute and upload the handout for the session generally on Monday morning. I will
then incorporate this into my master document, the new version of which I will generally post on Tuesday
evening or Wendesday morning. It will contain all, or almost all material for the next session (on the next
Monday morning) as well, so it would be good if people could have a look at it before. This method, I
hope, will allow us (or, at least, me) to revisit older material, improve on it and finish with a reasonably
‘polished’ version at the end of the semester.

Dropbox. I will send you an invitation to share a dropbox-folder, to be used for the private sharing of
drafts and files. If you do not want to use dropbox (which is free only in the basic version [which, however,
perfectly suffices for most ordinary uses]), drop me a line and I will send yout the files individually.

Credits: This is complicated – here is a summary:

TF If you are a student at the Faculty of Theology (TF), you have the following choice:
• to not get any credits
• to do a “bestätigte Teilnahme” (cf below) and get ECTS
• to do a “bestätigte Teilnahme + Referat” (cf below) and get ECTS
• to do a “bestätigte Teilnahme + Referat + (small) Seminararbeit” (cf below) and get ECTS
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• (exceptionally) to do just one (big) Seminararbeit (cf below) and get ECTS
KSF If you are a student at the Faculty of Humanities (KSF), you have the following choice:

• to not get any credits
• to do a “bestätigte Teilnahme + Referat” (cf below) and get ECTS
• to do a (big) Seminararbeit (cf below) and get , or even ECTS, depending on your discipline
• to do a “bestätigte Teilnahme + (big) Seminararbeit” and get or (!!) ECTS, depending on
your discipline

The requirements for the different activites are the following:

• Everyone is welcome to attend the seminar. If you can come to only some of the sessions, that is ok
as well. No need to tell me in advance.

• For “bestätigte Teilnahme”, you have to do a two-page summary:
– Have a look at some of the secondary literature and read some of it on a topic that has some

direct connection with the issues discussed in seminar.
– Choose a narrowly defined question, of substance or interpretation (cf. below), and try to get clear
about some author’s answer to it. (Ideally, the question is of the yes/no type and the answer is
either “yes” or “no”, and there is an argument to back it up.)

– Write this up, in any language, but as clearly as you can, on not more than pages.
• “Bestätigte Teilnahme + Referat”: Prepare a short presentation of minutes, to go with your sum-
mary: (i) introduce the specific topic very briefly; (ii) present your question and explain why it is
relevant and interesting; (iii) present the answer you’re discussion; (iv) criticise / problematise / con-
textualise that answer. If the presentation does not take fully minutes, no problem at all; in no
case, however, should it last longer than ten minutes.

• Record this presentation on your computer and upload it on OLAT (into the folder “Abgabe Ar-
beiten”), together with your -page summary.

• “bestätigte Teilnahme + Referat + (small) Seminararbeit”: if you are a TF student and what to get
an extra ECTS credit for what the Vorlesungsverzeichnis (somewhat misleadingly!) calls a “Semi-
nararbeit”, you have to make it somewhat ‘meatier’ still: keep the presentation to minutes, but
write not just pages, but .

• If you want to do a real (ie. “big”) Seminararbeit, I propose you do it in three stages, all three of
which are equally important:

– Find a question, as narrow and interesting as possible, browse around and sketch an answer
(either your own or one you find interesting). Sketch this on a first rough draft of not more
than pages.

– Give me a week to read it: I’ll make you comments and suggest readings. Then write up a first
complete draft of about - pages, carefully edited (no typos), and reader-friendly (signposts,
summaries, sections). Present your question, argue that it’s interesting, present an answer,
argue for that answer (that’s the most important part). Do not do general introductions, his-
torical settings, general remarks – these are boring and pointless. Try to write as clearly and
as to-the-point as you can.

– Give me a week or two to read this: I’ll make you comments. Make a full revision of the draft,
taking into account the comments. You do not have to pack them all into the text, but may
also choose to neglect some: what is important is that the paper improves during the process
of revision by your own lights. For the end-product of not more than pages, I’ll give you a
mark (if that’s required) and assign the credits, but will not provide further comments (except
perhaps for some evaluative remarks).


