
Formalia

HS “Leibniz and the Scholastics”, FS , Philipp Blum, February ,

We will start with a preliminary list of ten topics, to be studied in roughly the following order:

. Substitutivity salva veritate, indiscernibility and permutation principles

. Truth, analyticity, and contingency

. Absolute necessity and possible worlds

. The principle of sufficient reason

. The principle of continuity and the infinitesimals

. Substances, bodies and monads

. Haecceitism and the problem of individuation

. Existence, essence, and God

. The reducibility of relations

. Space and time

The course has anOLATwebsite: https://lms.uzh.ch/url/RepositoryEntry/16371188289.

workshop. Leibniz and the Scholastics (June – July , , arrival Wednesday evening, departure
Sunday noon). CfP. Leibniz is famous for his metapyhsical system, even though it is notoriously hard to
understand. Picking up on our Hauptseminar in spring term , we address some of the more important
questions, and examine their contemporary and systematic significance. Particular consideration will be
given to the scholastic roots of Leibniz’s system, its ramification into the German Schulphilosophie, and
its uptake by Kant. In addition to the doctoral students participating in the program, the workshop also
welcomes advanced (distance-learning) students from UniLu.

Schedule:

• I will try to have at least some outline of Monday’s lecture ready and online Wednesday morning of
the week before.

• You should (at least: try to) read the texts in advance; also in advance, you may ask questions on the
forum, and I will try to answer them in the lecture.

• There will be two virtual meetings : onMarch and onMay – you’re invited, but not obliged
to participate.

Language: The script and the lecture are given in (some type of) English. I’m happy to provide explanations
and partial translations in French or German. You may write (summaries and seminar papers), give talks
(“Referat”, minute presentation of the summary), ask questions and make comments in English, French,
German or Italian.

Handouts: I will distribute and upload the handout for the session generally on Monday morning. I will
then incorporate this into my master document, the new version of which I will generally post on Tuesday
evening or Wendesday morning. It will contain all, or almost all material for the next session (on the next
Monday morning) as well, so it would be good if people could have a look at it before. This method, I

https://lms.uzh.ch/url/RepositoryEntry/16371188289


hope, will allow us (or, at least, me) to revisit older material, improve on it and finish with a reasonably
‘polished’ version at the end of the semester.

Credits: This is complicated – here is a summary:

TF If you are a student at the Faculty of Theology (TF), you have the following choice:
• to not get any credits
• to do a “bestätigte Teilnahme” (cf below) and get ECTS
• to do a “bestätigte Teilnahme + Referat” (cf below) and get ECTS
• to do a “bestätigte Teilnahme + Referat + (small) Seminararbeit” (cf below) and get ECTS
• (exceptionally) to do just one (big) Seminararbeit (cf below) and get ECTS

KSF If you are a student at the Faculty of Humanities (KSF), you have the following choice:
• to not get any credits
• to do a “bestätigte Teilnahme” (cf below) and get ECTS
• to do a (big) Seminararbeit (cf below) and get , or even ECTS, depending on your discipline
• to do a “bestätigte Teilnahme + (big) Seminararbeit” and get or (!!) ECTS, depending on
your discipline

The requirements for the different activites are the following:

• Everyone is welcome to attend the seminar. If you can come to only some of the sessions, that is ok
as well. No need to tell me in advance.

• For “bestätigte Teilnahme”, you have to do a one-page summary and a -minute presentation:
– Have a look at some of the secondary literature and read some of it on a topic that has some

direct connection with the issues discussed in seminar.
– Choose a narrowly defined question, of substance or interpretation (cf. below), and try to get clear
about some author’s answer to it. (Ideally, the question is of the yes/no type and the answer is
either “yes” or “no”, and there is an argument to back it up.)

– Write this up, in any language, but as clearly as you can, on not more than page.
– Prepare a short presentation of minutes, to go with your summary: (i) introduce the specific
topic very briefly; (ii) present your question and explain why it is relevant and interesting; (iii)
present the answer you’re discussion; (iv) criticise / problematise / contextualise that answer. If
the presentation does not take fully minutes, no problem at all; in no case, however, should
it last longer than ten minutes.

– Record this presentation on your computer and upload it on OLAT (into the folder “Abgabe
Arbeiten”), together with your -page summary.

• “Bestätigte Teilnahme + Referat”: In addition, you may want to get an extra ECTS credit point for
what the Vorlesungsverzeichnis calls a “Referat”. In order to get ECTS and not just , you have
to make your -minute presentation somewhat ‘meatier’: keep the presentation to minutes, but
write not just one page, but .

• “bestätigte Teilnahme + Referat + (small) Seminararbeit”: if you are a TF student and what to get
an extra ECTS credit for what the Vorlesungsverzeichnis (somewhat misleadingly!) calls a “Semi-
nararbeit”, you have to make it somewhat ‘meatier’ still: keep the presentation to minutes, but
write not just pages, but .

• If you want to do a real (ie. “big”) Seminararbeit, I propose you do it in three stages, all three of
which are equally important:

– Find a question, as narrow and interesting as possible, browse around and sketch an answer
(either your own or one you find interesting). Sketch this on a first rough draft of not more
than pages.

– Give me a week to read it: I’ll make you comments and suggest readings. Then write up a first
complete draft of about - pages, carefully edited (no typos), and reader-friendly (signposts,



summaries, sections). Present your question, argue that it’s interesting, present an answer,
argue for that answer (that’s the most important part). Do not do general introductions, his-
torical settings, general remarks – these are boring and pointless. Try to write as clearly and
as to-the-point as you can.

– Give me a week or two to read this: I’ll make you comments. Make a full revision of the draft,
taking into account the comments. You do not have to pack them all into the text, but may
also choose to neglect some: what is important is that the paper improves during the process
of revision by your own lights. For the end-product of not more than pages, I’ll give you a
mark (if that’s required) and assign the credits, but will not provide further comments (except
perhaps for some evaluative remarks).

Dropbox. I will send you an invitation to share a dropbox-folder, to be used for the private sharing of
drafts and files. If you do not want to use dropbox (which is free only in the basic version [which, however,
perfectly suffices for most ordinary uses]), drop me a line and I will send yout the files individually.

Among the entries on the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (generally a very good resource) I found
useful are the following:

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/leibniz/, by Brandon C. Look (Look a)
• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/leibniz-mind/, by Mark A. Kulstad and
Laurence Carlin (Kulstad & Carlin )

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/leibniz-physics/, by JeffreyK.McDonough
(McDonough )

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/leibniz-ethics/, by AndrewYoupa (Youpa
)

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/leibniz-causation/, byMarc Bobro (Bo-
bro )

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/leibniz-modal/, by BrandonC. Look (Look
b)

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/kant-leibniz/, byCatherineWilson (Wil-
son )

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/leibniz-evil/, byMichael J.Murray and
Sean Greenberg (Murray & Greenberg )

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/leibniz-exoteric/, by JohnWipple (Whip-
ple )

Thematically, the following are highly relevant:

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/identity-indiscernible/, by Peter For-
rest (Forrest )

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/newton-stm/, by Robert Rynasiewicz (Ry-
nasiewicz )

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/sufficient-reason/, by YitzhakY.Melamed
and Martin Lin (Melamed & Lin )

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/continental-rationalism/, by Shan-
non Dea, Julie Walsh and Thomas M. Lennon (Dea et al. )

• https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/spacetime-theories/, byNickHuggett
and Carl Hoefer (Huggett & Hoefer )
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